Equality Project Review 

By Michael Gomersall
The brief for the equality project is from the College who asked the media department to create a piece that shows what the learning support services do and how thy have equality of access and opportunity for students. They do this by providing support. The target audience for this piece would be for students with specific needs who might need to use the learning support services as well as their parents or carers. It would also be useful for teachers to know what supports are available when advising students to move on from school. We wanted to make it so that it was clear what the services were and show how students had benefited from it. Faustina emphasised the importance of Kate Duffy’s piece about Equality so we made sure that was in. 
We used cut-aways, talking heads, voice-overs with a documentary style narrative to show the services provided, The students spoke from their own experience and we saw them in action as they took part in student life. We also heard from some of the college staff sharing their perspective on equality and the student services. Using the talking heads and the footage we were able to show the services rather than explain.
We had a small team but we were able to liaise with the two Eoin’s who created their own piece. We were able to use the NWRC’s equipment and work in the college premises so we didn’t need a budget for the film. 
We downloaded a video off youtube to get more shots and to save us time. We had to get permission from the college to use this footage. 
Pre- Production
The main problem was time as we were expecting to do one project and ended up with another. We did our research to find the cut-aways and got support from staff in setting up interviews and getting access to staff and students.  
Production
We did our shooting over three days with time in between. The first shots of the students who use the service didn’t come out so well so we wrote a script together so the message we wanted came across and then we re-shot. 
Post-Production
There was a lot of editing to do. The sound was terrible so I had to use an equaliser to get echo-ing sounds out of the background.  The first piece I edited was messed up as themusic kept saying audio jungle as it was royalty free, the sound was echo –y  and it didn’t get the message across the way I wanted it to so I had to start it again and I was happier with the results. It still took several edits as I wanted to make sure Kate Duffy’s footage was in as that was the most relevant part to highlight the equality that students with special needs had support to succeed. I put in a word montage to highlight some of the words used throughout the piece. Originally I wanted to use wordle but had trouble downloading it so I used a Google chrome app called Drive Word Cloud. I downloaded the music from a website  Put link in here
Everytime I edited the piece to make it look more polished, for example adding in Kate’s audio or changing some of the shots, I had change the fade in and fade out points of the music.
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